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COVID VACCINE HAS

ARRIVED

By Julie Duty
Compliance/HIPPA Privacy Officer

Union General Hospital received
their first shipment of the Covid
vaccine  December  16th.

By December 24th, we had
vaccinated 80 healthcare workers.
Our goal is to vaccinate at least
70% of our workforce. Currently
counting UGH employees and
contracted employees, we are at
about 46%. The 80 individuals
who received the first vaccines
will be inoculated again in three
weeks.

Then after 7 days, these
individuals will have antibodies
developed to fight this virus.

Questionnaires were sent out to
all employees and contract
workers asking if they wanted
the vaccine and then questions
to help prioritize. The vaccines
were very time sensitive and
had to be given in groups of
five. Therefore, we had to have
individuals lined up. |Initially
some of the front line/clinical
staff were resistant to take the
shot.

(continued on page 4)

I know that there is still much
uncertainty about the
Covid-19 Vaccine so |

thought | would share a story

with you all about what
happened for those of us
that were born in the fifties,
that's 1954 to be exact!
When | was a child, polio was
running ramped throughout
the world. The Polio
Epidemic was as serious as
the Covid-19 Epidemic is
today.

When Dr. Salk developed the
polio vaccine in 1955, our
country stepped up to the

plate to protect their citizens.
(continued on page 3)
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Recovered from
COVID-19?

Studies are showing that Plasma from
donors who have recovered from
COVID-19 may contain antibodies to severe
acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2
(SARS-CoV-2) that may help suppress

the virus and modify the inflamatory
response.

We are urging ALL that have
recovered with COVID-19 and had »
no symptoms for 14 days to visit IR [BODIRg

your local Lifeshare Center and B
DONATE.

2909 Kilpatrick Blvd.

Monroe, LA 71201

(318) 322-4445

1-800-256-4445

Monday-Friday 8AM - 5PM QE

- NO ORDER NEEDED
- NO POSITIVE RESULTS NEEDED
- JUST GO TO LIFESHARE

STOP
CovID-19
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WEAR MASK
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The Pulse is also available on the Union General Hospital wel

and is published quarterly for staff and the community. N
and other information may be submitted to Claudia Wzl

Your comments and recommendations for improvement of this publlcatlo

welcomed.
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Continued from page 1

A nationwide inoculation of the
vaccine was given to all citizens across
our country. I remember that day very
well. T was 6 years old and my daddy
loaded my mama and my two sisters
up in his truck and we headed to
Lakeshore Elementary School in
Monroe to get the polio vaccine. We
all filed into the school cafeteria and
lined up along with everyone else
from our Lakeshore community
knowing that there was now hope of a
cure for polio. There was no second
thought about this because none of us
wanted to contract polio and have to
live in an iron lung or even lose our
life. Because of this widespread
vaccination program, polio was
eliminated from our country and by
1994 it was eliminated completely in

the western hemisphere.

[ am in no way telling you all that it is
going to be perfect, I am asking you to
give the unknown a chance to
work.  Without  the

vaccination program, Covid-19 will

herding
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not leave us and we will have to
continue to wear mask, social distance

and have our lives disrupted.

My prayers for your peace of mind.

Evalyn Ormond, CEO
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Since wehad to have all slots filled urgently, we started pulling
nonclinical people to get the vaccine. Our goal was to try to get
any employee that wanted the vaccine a shot.

We were very successful and were able to get all employees that

did not have a contraindication and wanted the shot
to get one. Employees that have tested positive for Covid are
having to wait 90 days from diagnosis to get the vaccine.
Some emloyees wanted to wait and see how the first
rounders handled the vaccine.

We are hoping to get another shipment after this first round receives their secaid dode u t
we are just not sure of a date.

Community members are asking about getting theima@s well. The state health department
has not given us any guidance yet. Theresa Moon, Infection Control nurse and Kate Cook,
Pharmacist are monitoring guidance from the state. This will be shared with the community
as soon as we have more informatio

We encourage all employees whether front line or not to get the vaccine. Our goal again is to
vaccinate 70% of our workforce. Stay tuned for more information. Stay healthy and wear

your mask.

Page | 4



